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INTRODUCTION 

1. The purpose of this note is to provide Council with updated information regarding the 
organization of the Eighth GEF Assembly.   

2. During its 69th session, the Council approved the Republic of Uzbekistan’s offer to host 
the Eighth GEF Assembly and associated meetings from May 30 to June 6, 2026. This paper 
updates the Council on progress since the 69th GEF Council Meeting in June 2025. Annex I 
contains the Host Country Agreement, signed by the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
and the GEF Secretariat on November 17, 2025, on the margins of UNFCCC COP30 in Belém, 
Brazil. 

LOCATION AND TIMING OF THE ASSEMBLY 

3. The First GEF Assembly was hosted by India in March 1998; the Second by China, in 
October 2002; the Third by South Africa, in August 2006; the Fourth by Uruguay, in May 2010; 
the Fifth by Mexico in 2014; the Sixth in Viet Nam in 2018, and the Seventh by Canada in 20231. 

4. The Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured GEF states that “the Assembly 
shall meet once every three years”.  Nonetheless, for previous Assemblies, the Council agreed 
that the Assembly should be linked with the completion of the Replenishment negotiations of 
the GEF Trust Fund. This has resulted in the Assembly being convened at four-year intervals. 

5. Negotiations on the Ninth Replenishment for the GEF Trust fund are to be completed 
during the Spring of 2026.  Therefore, the Eighth GEF Assembly will be convened on June 4 and 
5, 2026 following the 71st GEF Council Meeting.  

6. During the 69th GEF Council Meeting, the Council accepted the offer of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan to host the Eighth GEF Assembly.  The Republic of Uzbekistan has proposed to hold 
the Assembly in Samarkand, at the Silk Road Congress Center.    

7. Following the Council’s acceptance, the GEF Secretariat initiated discussions with 
Uzbekistan to draft a Host Country Agreement setting out the arrangements between the host 
country and the Secretariat, including each party’s responsibilities. The Host Country Agreement 
has been finalized, signed, and is attached for information. 

8. A GEF delegation visited Uzbekistan from 10-13 November 2025 to conduct a scouting 
mission as part of Assembly preparatory organization process. The team reviewed the main 
venue the Silk Road Samarkand Congress Center, assessed its halls and meeting rooms, technical 
systems and logistical suitability. The delegation also evaluated hotel capacity, transport 
arrangements and technical readiness, including internet reliability, AV systems and hybrid-

 
1 This interval resulted from the COVID-19 pandemic 
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participation capabilities. High-level meetings were held with key government ministries and 
authorities to discuss security, visa facilitation, customs clearance and other Host Country 
activities. Overall, the visit received strong national commitment and progress towards the 
Assembly preparation. 

9. The easily accessible location of the Assembly in Samarkand, Uzbekistan will facilitate 
strong participation by the GEF Participant countries, its Agencies and its broader partnership 
stakeholders. 

10. As customary, interpretation services for the Council and Assembly Plenary meetings, as 
well as for the Civil Society Organization (CSO) Forum will be made available in English, French 
and Spanish. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE ASSEMBLY 

11. It is proposed that the Assembly be organized consistent with previous Assemblies. Key 
elements would include convening at the ministerial level, holding high- level roundtables, and 
concluding with endorsement of an Assembly Statement reflecting views expressed by 
delegations in their statements and during the roundtables. 

12. In parallel with plenary sessions, there will be exhibits, side events, GEF project site visits, 
and learning stations. A CSO Forum will be held following the 71st Council Meeting and prior to 
the Assembly. 

13. As in previous GEF Assemblies, a dedicated team has been put together to undertake the 
GEF responsibilities and provide overall coordination, including liaising with the government 
contacts.  

ATTENDANCE 
 
14. All GEF 186 Member countries will be invited to send a Representative and one Alternate 
to the Assembly. Delegations may include Advisors.  

15. The GEF will finance the travel and subsistence costs of two representatives from each 
recipient country and three representatives from LDCs and SIDs. 

ASSEMBLY OBJECTIVES 
 
16.  The Primary Purpose of the Assembly as defined in the Instrument is to:  

a) Review the general policies of the Facility 

b) Review and evaluate the operation of the Facility on the basis of reports submitted by 
the Council 
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c) Keep under review the membership of the Facility, and 

d) Consider, for approval by consensus, amendments to the present Instrument on the 
basis of recommendations by the Council.  

17. In addition to its formal mandate above, the Assembly provides a unique opportunity to 
promote: 

a) High-level dialogue on the major global environmental challenges facing the planet 

b) Increased awareness and understanding of key global environmental challenges and 
the need for concerted activities in order to address the major drivers of 
environmental degradation, and  

c) Sharing of experiences of the GEF and its Agencies at the operational level in 
undertaking measures to protect and manage the global environment.  

18. The draft agenda and proposed activities will be detailed in communications sent out to 
Governments together with the official invitation. 

Proposed Schedule of Activities 

19. At its 69th session, the Council agreed that the 71st Council Meeting would be held back-
to-back with the Eighth GEF Assembly in a hybrid format, and is scheduled for May 31 to June 3, 
2026.  

20. As is customary for Council meetings, it will be preceded by Constituency Meetings for 
GEF recipient countries. In parallel with the Council Meeting, the GEF will host learning stations 
to help Political and Operational Focal Points navigate into GEF-9, engage in dynamic exchanges, 
and provide timely answers.  

21. A CSO Forum will take place in the afternoon of June 3.  

22. The Eighth GEF Assembly will convene on June 4 and 5, 2026, and will include side events, 
round tables and a high-level plenary session. Exhibits from the GEF partnership will be on display 
throughout the different days. The program will conclude with site visits, offering delegates a 
choice between GEF project visits or cultural excursions.  
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DOCUMENTATION FOR THE ASSEMBLY 

23. Documentation for the Assembly is to be disseminated at least six weeks before the start 
of the meeting (April 23, 2026). 

BUDGET FOR THE ASSEMBLY 

24. Costs for preparing and organizing the Assembly will be incurred in FY26. Resources 
approved by the Council for the financing of the Assembly will be kept in a separate account, and 
any resources remaining after the Assembly will be returned to the GEF Trust Fund.  

25. At its 69th meeting, the Council approved US $ 1.7 million for planning the Assembly.  
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ANNEX I. HOST COUNTRY AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH GOVERNMENT OF UZBEKISTAN 
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ANNEX II. PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 

1. Opening Ceremony 
(a) Welcoming Address by the Host Government 
(b) Welcoming Address by the CEO/ Chairman of the Facility 

 
2. Election of Chair 

 
3. Election of Vice-Chairs 

 
4. Adoption of the Agenda  

 
5. Report on the GEF Trust Fund by the Trustee 

 
6. Report on the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund 

 
7. Amendment of the Instrument 

 
8. Statement by the GEF IEO 

 
9. Statements by the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP)  

 
10. Statement by a Representative of Civil Society Organizations 

 
11. Statements by the Heads of the GEF Agencies 

 
12. Statements by the Representatives of the Conventions 

 
13. Statements by the Heads of Delegations 

 
14. High Level Roundtables with Participation by Ministers and other Heads of Delegation 

 
15. High-Level Plenary Session 

 
16. Report on Membership 

 
17. Report on Credentials and Participation 

 
18. Summary of High-level Roundtable Discussions 

 
19. Presentation of Chair’s Summary 

 
20. Closing of the Assembly 


